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      In 1969 Jill and I with our two small children pulled up our roots in 
Logan and moved to Salt Lake City. I was an independent agent for Equity 
Funding Corporation, an insurance and equities firm. John Fechser, also an 
agent, soon became a very close friend. We talked often; and because 
John was a pilot with an equity interest in a small airplane, we traveled 
often together both for business and pleasure. !!
     One day while in his office at his home in Provo, we had been in 
conversation about various and sundry things. Out of the blue, John 
brought up the topic of secret combinations in Book of Mormon times. He 
suggested that those combinations also existed in our day and said that 
high up leaders in our country, including President Eisenhower, were 
involved. !!
     I will never forget how I felt when he told me that. I was shocked; there 
was no way that this could possibly be true. I knew for sure that President 
Eisenhower was a patriotic American; after all, he had been a successful, 
faithful, famous General in the United States Military. !!
     John suggested that I prove for myself by my own personal study, and 
suggested where I could find the material to began such a study. As I recall, 
he even gave me a small pamphlet or two. Well, I discarded the information 
he gave me and quickly decided that I could no longer be friends with John. 
That was very difficult for me because I liked John very much. But I avoided 
him for the next few months.!!
     Slowly, however, he sought occasion to befriend me, and we became 
good friends again. After about six months, once again in John's office in 
Provo, he brought up the subject of secret combinations. This time he 
opened the Book of Mormon to Ether 8:24 and read it to me. Mormon 
speaking of our time recorded: “Wherefore, the Lord commandeth you, 
when ye shall see these things come among you that ye shall awake to a 
sense of your awful situation, because of this secret combination which 
shall be among you. !!
     He told me that I had a right to the Holy Ghost and could prove all things 
whether they be true or false and that I really had nothing to fear. He then 
gave me a copy of "None dare call it Conspiracy" by Gary Allan. !
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     He also showed me Presidents Benson's statement on the back cover 
which said; "I wish that every citizen of every country in the free world and 
slave behind the iron Curtain might read this book.”!!
     Seldom if ever do we see an apostle of the Lord make a statement and 
endorse a secular book on its cover, especially like this one.!!
     Also on the back cover, among others, was a statement by Dan Smoot, 
a Former Assistant to J. Edger Hoover Head of the FBI. He said; None 
Dare Call it Conspiracy is an admirable job of amassing information to 
prove that communism is socialism and socialism (a plot to enslave the 
world) is not a movement of the downtrodden but a scheme supported and 
directed by the wealthiest of people. If enough Americans read and act 
upon NDCC, they really can save the Republic from the 
conspirators~whose plans for the destruction of our country are galloping 
fast toward completion.!!
     I suppose John did not have this small book when he first approached 
me. It was copyrighted in 1971 and printed in February 1972. In addition. 
John led me to talks  given in General Conference in the fifties and sixties 
by President David O McKay, J Ruben Clark Jr. and Ezra Taft Benson. !!
     I was shocked at how clearly these Prophets had spoken concerning 
secret combinations in our time and in General Conference for heaven 
sake. In the fifties and sixties, General Conference was not broadcast to 
the whole world. We were not as visible to our enemies as we are today.!!
     From that time forward, I read every talk given by these and other 
brethren about these matters, and I read everything I could get my hands 
on from secular sources about secret combinations in the world.!!
     My life changed at that point, never again was it to be as it is for most 
people.  These things were always on my mind. My concern for the 
preservation of our liberties was intense and has been to this day. 
Understanding secret combinations in our day does not allow one to be at 
ease in Zion. My desire to teach what I had learned to my children and my 
extended family became a primary focus. At times even being a little to 
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pushy, but the dire nature of these matters seldom is understood by those 
not willing to do their homework.!!
     I searched the scriptures diligently seeking to understand conspiracy in 
ancient days and how it related to our times. I came across the 123rd 
section of the D&C v13-15 "Therefore, that we should waste and wear out 
our lives in bringing to light all the hidden things of darkness, wherein we 
know them; and they are truly manifest from heaven. These should then be 
attended to with great earnestness. Let no man count them as small things; 
for there is much which lieth in futurity, pertaining to the saints, which 
depends upon these things.”!!
     I began to share with others as John had shared with me, but soon 
found that few were interested, most were offended, others avoided me as I 
avoided John. Still others labeled me as a radical, extremist, or a far right 
winger. !!
     It was also during this time that I started to become acquainted with the 
Constitution, in an effort to understand legislation and to distinguish 
politicians and candidates for public office who were true patriots and those 
who just pretended to be, but in reality were wolfs in sheep's clothing. !!
     I learned that those involved in the conspiracy, play both sides of the isle 
and purposely deceive people into thinking they are working the so-called 
conservative side; but in reality, their underlining motive is to further their 
agenda through deception. Others having been deceived, support the 
conspiracy from the standpoint of ignorance.!!
     They also promote the false and disastrous concept of compromise. 
Help me get what I want and I will help you get what you want or modify the 
language or change your bill slightly, so it's not so offensive. Then I can 
support you if you will help me get what I want. !!
       Just a tiny bit of thought about the result of compromise reveals that 
over time a tiny bit becomes huge. It's like an airplane only 1degree off on 
its course over many miles, can and has resulted in a disastrous crash 
killing hundreds of people.!!



Page 

     The conspirators have achieved most of their goals through 
compromise. Would Christ compromise with Satan? Through Prophets in 
our day the Lord has revealed His will concerning compromise in these 
matters.  In D&C 101: 77 The Lord said; “According to the laws and 
constitution of the people, which I have suffered to be established, and 
should be maintained for the rights and protection of all flesh, according to 
just and holy principles,” and then in D&C 98:7 He said; “And as pertaining 
to the law of man, whatsoever is more or less than this, cometh of evil.” 
Brothers and Sisters, there can never be compromise when it comes to 
these matters. !!
     In early 1978, I was serving in a Bishopric at a USU singles ward with 
Bishop Robert Owens. We were both active in the small but constitutionally 
based American Party. Bishop Owens decided to run for the US 
Congressional seat then held by United States Congressman Gunn McKay. !!
     Bishop Owens asked me to be his campaign manager. In our 
subsequent campaign planning, he made it clear that he wanted a  pulpit to 
teach correct principles. Whereas most candidates would file with the state 
and let the news media announce their candidacy, Bishop Owens wanted 
as much press involvement as he could get. We decided to call all three 
television stations to inform them that he would be announcing his 
candidacy at the Utah State Capital Building. As a result, he was filmed 
making the announcement of his candidacy and it was televised the 
following Friday night !!
     The following Monday morning, Bishop Owens received a telephone call 
from President Benson's personal secretary inviting Bishop Owens to visit 
him in his office in SLC to discuss his candidacy for the US Congressional 
seat.!!
     A few days later Bishop Owens, Sister Owens and myself met with Pres. 
Benson. Pres. Benson interviewed Bishop Owens, asking him questions in 
three areas: God, family and country. Pres. Benson asked him about his 
testimony, his family values,  and his knowledge of the constitution in the 
tradition of the founders. !!
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     After the interview which took about 20 minutes, Pres. Benson told 
Bishop Owens that he would have his vote, but we were forbidden to share 
his stated intent with anyone.!!
     During the next few weeks, I pondered again and again why President 
Benson voted for Bishop Owens, knowing that he could not possibly win . I 
wondered about voting for the lesser of two evils, which I felt I had done on 
occasion in the past. The first impression that came to me was that he 
knew he would be accountable to Christ at the judgment bar and therefor, 
his desire was to vote as Jesus would have him vote.!
     !
     President Benson was also following directive given by Christ in the 
D&C 98: 10,  “Wherefore, honest men and wise men should be sought for 
diligently, and good men and wise men you should observe to uphold; 
otherwise whatsoever is less than these cometh of evil.” !!
     Concerning honest and wise men; Pres. Benson in a talk he gave in 
1975 (Ezra Taft Benson, President of the Council of the Twelve. New Era, 
May 1975, 16. Jesus Christ - Gifts and Expectations) “speaking of the 
Lord’s gift of the Constitution said: “The Lord said, “I established the 
Constitution of this land, by the hands of wise men whom I raised 
up.” (D&C 101:80.) Among the opening words of his dedicatory prayer at 
the Washington Temple, President Kimball referred to our inspired 
Constitution.!!
     “The elders of this church have a prophetic mission yet to perform so far 
as the Constitution is concerned.” and in a discourse by Joseph Smith on 
July 19, 1840, he said:!!
     “Even this nation will be on the very verge of crumbling to pieces and 
tumbling to the ground, and when the Constitution is upon the brink of ruin, 
this people will be the staff upon which the nation shall lean, and they shall 
bear the Constitution away from the very verge of destruction.” (M8d 155, 
Bx4, Joseph Smith, Church Historian’s Library.)!!
     Now, how are the elders going to prepare for that mission? How are 
they going to know what the Constitution is, so they will know when it is on 
the brink of ruin? In many of the law schools of today you will hear that the 
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Constitution is whatever the Supreme Court says it is. Could it be that the 
Supreme Court, which President McKay said is leading this nation down 
the road to atheism, is the agency to tell us what this divine document is? 
Can we learn best how to preserve it by studying what it is at the hands of 
some of those who are seeking to destroy it?!!
     But President McKay had a better approach when he encouraged us to 
support good and conscientious candidates who are truly dedicated to the 
Constitution in the tradition of our founding fathers. Ah … there it is … the 
Constitution in the tradition of our founding fathers. They are the ones the 
Lord referred to as wise men. It is to them, the Lord, and his prophets said 
that we should go to determine what the Constitution is. There must have 
been a tradition of our founding fathers or President McKay would not have 
referred to it.” (Unquote)!!
     So, Pres. Benson voted for Bishop Owens because he was a student of 
the constitution in the tradition of the Founding Fathers or we might say 
according to the original intent of the Founders and in keeping within the 
boundaries set by the Lord.!!
     Pres. Benson also understood the Lords directive in D&C 121: 
36-38 That the rights of the priesthood are inseparably connected with the 
powers of heaven, and that the powers of heaven cannot be controlled nor 
handled only upon the principles of righteousness.!!
      37 That they may be conferred upon us, it is true; but when we 
undertake to cover our sins, or to gratify our pride, our vain ambition, or to 
exercise control or dominion or compulsion upon the souls of the children 
of men, in any degree of unrighteousness, behold, the heavens withdraw 
themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved; and when it is withdrawn, 
Amen to the priesthood or the authority of that man.!

      38 Behold, ere he is aware, he is left unto himself, to kick against the 
pricks, to persecute the saints, and to fight against God. !

     Pres. Benson knew that if he voted either knowingly or unknowingly for 
political candidates who would compromise Constitutional laws, that he 
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would be exercising control & dominion un-righteously on the souls of the 
children of men vicariously. He knew that he would be held accountable at 
the judgment bar because unrighteous dominion is Satan’s plan. He also 
knew he could loose his priesthood authority as the Lord had said.!

     Pres. Benson was also following the directives found in Mark 12:31, 
“And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.”!

     Further insight to this commandment is given in Romans 13:10,  “Love 
worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
Altering constitutional law gives license to evil men paving the way for 
oppressive government therefore bringing ill on us individually, including 
our children, extended family as well as our neighbors. !

     As a prophet of God filled with love for his neighbor, Pres. Benson knew 
he had to find a candidate that he could vote for who understood this 
principle. Otherwise, he would potentially be upholding evil men and 
through them vicariously bringing ill on his neighbor.!

     Pres. Benson also understood and lived the Golden Rule as spoken by 
the Lord in Mathew 7:12, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets.”!

     Pres. Benson knew the directive of the Lord as spoken in the D&C 
1:10. “Unto the day when the Lord shall come to recompense unto every 
man according to his work, and measure to every man according to the 
measure which he has measured to his fellow man.” !

     Each one of us will be held accountable for the ill we bring on our 
neighbors either directly or vicariously through our agents whom we voted 
for in public office. As Pres. Benson did, so also must we study the 
constitution in the tradition of the Founding Fathers and use that knowledge 
to measure all candidates for public office. We should remember, once we 
vote for them they become our agent and work vicariously for us as if we 
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were doing it ourself. We will be held accountable as the Lord has declared 
in D&C 1:10.!

!
     Pres. Benson also understood the need for complete loyalty to his 
Father in Heaven and his Savior as per the war in heaven. Concerning, 
which, President Benson has warned on many occasions; that we are 
casting our vote again and again for our Father’s plan here in mortality or 
for Satan’s plan of bondage. And we can certainly see Satan’s plan being 
rolled out today in our country and the world.!

     Finally, Pres. Benson understood moral agency according to the words 
of The Lord spoken of in D&C 101:78 That every man may act in doctrine 
and principle pertaining to futurity, according to the moral agency which I 
have given unto him, that every man may be accountable for his own sins 
in the day of judgment. !

     This scripture teaches that we should us our agency in a moral way in 
relationship to doctrine and principles taught in the scriptures and by living 
prophets. In other words if we use our agency in an immoral way contrary 
to doctrine and principle we will be held accountable in the day of 
judgement. !

     So, Pres. Benson knew if he used the ballot box and voted for 
candidates who would through immoral legislation put a limit on, reduce or 
inhibit the God given free agency of his fellow men, he would be held 
accountable for this grievous sin at the day of judgement. This is essentially 
the same issue that cost one third of the host of heaven to loose their right 
to mortality.!

     Pres. Benson also put at rest the temptation to vote against a political 
candidate by voting for the lessor of two evils. To do so  violates the 
principle of no compromise. The lessor of two evils is still evil, and one will 
be held accountable for voting in this manner as illustrated above.!
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     Getting back to the interview, I would like to share with you the stunning 
part of the visit…the part that calls every Priesthood holder of The Lord's 
Church to repentance, a vitally important call to immediate action. !!
     Pres.Benson then told us that he had about 45 minutes and would 
respond to any questions that we might ask. I thought “WOW!” I have been 
studying secret combinations for the last 6 years, now is my opportunity to 
learn from a living prophet if what I have been studying is true and on track 
with teachings in the Book of Mormon and latter day prophets concerning 
our day.!!
     I told him of my studies of Gadianton Robbers in our time and asked for 
his thoughts. He confirmed that my conclusions were accurate and told us 
that he had been directed by Pres. McKay to speak of these matters in 
General Conference. !!
     Many saints in those days and since have been of the opinion that Pres. 
Benson spoke of secret combinations in General Conference of his own 
accord. The Lord has shown of his approval by His calling and sustaining of 
Pres. Benson as the Prophet, President of His church. !!
     While serving in this position, Pres. Benson continued his warning of 
Secret Combinations in our country and the world. Concerning our 
responsibility to heed the Lords prophets, the Lord said: D&C 1:14 And the 
arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will 
not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of his servants, neither give 
heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from 
among the people;!!
     Pres. Benson then told us that if we relied on the newspaper, television, 
radio, News Week, Times Magazine, US News & World Report and other 
similar publications that we would surely be deceived. !!
     He told us Sister Benson had a life time membership with the John Birch 
Society and received a copy of the American Opinion Magazine (The New 
American Magazine) twice a month and that he read it from cover to cover. 
He told us if we want the truth about what is going on in the United States 
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and the world concerning Secret Combinations that we might consider 
subscribing to “The New American Magazine” as it is now named.!!
     He then referred to the parable of the “Wheat & the Tares” and said: “the 
tares are active in the Church.” He shared with us a recent occurrence of 
tare activity in the church and then counseled that we should beware of 
them. A serious study of the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares reveals 
that each of us could unknowingly be numbered among the tares in the 
church, if we do not heed these things spoken of by the Prophets. !!
     We were sitting around a small table just inside and to the right of the 
door into his office. There were five chairs around the table, which made it 
crowded. Although there were only four of us, Pres. Benson did not remove 
the fifth chair. That caused us to sit knee to knee. Pres. Benson was sitting 
in the chair immediately to my left. It was a very intimate setting.To our left 
and across the office was his large working desk. On the wall also to our 
left and across the office from his working desk was a rather large picture 
of Pres. McKay.!!
     As our visit was coming to a close, Pres. Benson turned away from us to 
look at the picture of Pres. McKay and said: "Pres. McKay had said that the 
Priesthood brethren of this Church are like a bunch of sleeping giants, that 
if they were ever to awaken, they could save our country from destruction." !!
     Pres. Benson then turned back to us, with tears wetting his cheeks and 
with great but humble emotion said: "I fear they will not awaken until it is to 
late.”…Words can't describe the emotion we felt as he uttered those 
words…the silence then added to the intense feelings. It was an 
experience I will never forget. !!
     The sad part is, evan as I was a living intimate witness to those 
prophetic words as they were spoken by a living prophet, seer and 
revelator, even so I am also a living witness to their prophetic fulfillment: the 
Priesthood brethren of this church are largely still asleep! !!
     So in summary, there are basically two things that are paramount that 
we must understand, concerning my visit with President Benson.!!
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     First, we must fully and completely “awaken to a sense of our awful 
situation,” as spoken in Ether chapter eight. We must become informed so 
that we know with certainty who the enemy is, what their agenda is and 
how to identify it. One might consider subscribing to the New American 
Magazine; it is very useful in helping us do that.!!
      The second can best be summarized in the words of President Benson 
as given in a General Conference talk in 1973.  !!
     ”The Church is founded on eternal truth. We do not compromise 
principle. We do not surrender our standards regardless of current trends 
or pressures. Our allegiance to truth as a church is unwavering. Speaking 
out against immoral or unjust actions has been the burden of prophets and 
disciples of God from time immemorial. It was for this very reason that 
many of them were persecuted. Nevertheless, it was their God-given task, 
as watchmen on the tower, to warn the people.!!
We live in an age of appeasement or-the sacrificing of principle. 
Appeasement and compromise is not the answer. It is never the right 
answer.!

One of these modern Church watchmen has given this sound warning:” 
Pres. Benson then quotes Elder John A Widtsoe, from a Conference report 
of April 1941.!

     “A milk-and-water allegiance kills; while a passionate devotion gives life 
and soul to any cause and to its adherents. The troubles of the world may 
largely be laid at the doors of those who are neither hot nor cold, who 
always follow the line of least resistance, whose timid hearts flutter at 
taking sides for truth. !

     As in the great Council in the heavens, so in the Church of Christ on 
earth, there can be no neutrality. We are, or we are not, on the side of the 
Lord. An unrelenting faith, contemptuous of all compromise, will lead the 
Church and every member of it to triumph and the achievement of our high 
destiny.!
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     “The final conquerors of the world will be the men and women, few or 
many matters not, who fearlessly and unflinchingly cling to truth, and who 
are able to say no, as well as yes, on whose lofty banner is inscribed: No 
compromise with error.…!”!

     “Tolerance is not conformity to the world’s view and practices. We must 
not surrender our beliefs to get along with people, however beloved or 
influential they may be. Too high a price may be paid for social standing or 
even for harmony. …!

     The Gospel rests upon eternal truth; and truth can never be deserted 
safely.” (John A. Widtsoe, Conference Report, April 1941, pp. 117, 116.)!

     In closing; I have studied for myself the words of the prophets, both in 
ancient and modern scriptures. I have studied at length for  over 40 years 
secret combinations in our day, and have prayed diligently that I might be 
led to the truth and be kept from deception. I have sat at the feet of a living 
Prophet and been taught by him personally. I am a witness of the fulfillment 
of his prophetic words. To this I leave my witness. !

Mark Porter!

November 15, 2013!
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